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Creating People and Business Friendly Places through the 
Pedestrianisation of the City Centre
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o Cork City Development Plan:
• Long-term Strategic Document

• 15 minute City of Neighbourhoods

• City Centre Living

o Strategic Transport Plans:
• Cork Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy (CMATS)

• City Centre Movement Strategy (CCMS)

• Cork Cycle Network Plan

o COVID 19 Pandemic:
• Accelerated Implementation of Measures 

• Adapted Short-term Mobility Plan

• Brand - “Reimagine Cork City”

Context
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Reimagination interventions considered and evaluated in 
accordance with the following principles:

o Safety:  must meet minimum standards

o Social Distancing:  confidence accessing the City Centre

o Accessibility:  universal design for all

o Functional Requirements: goods deliveries etc.

o Amenity:  safe, welcoming and comfortable environment

o Rapid & Agile Action:  tactical urbanism

o Phased Approach:  ensure quick wins

o Consultation:  engagement with communities and businesses 
through our web portal – consult.corkcity.ie

Key Principles
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Like any rapidly deployed response intervention there were 
some complex and difficult obstacles to be overcome:

o Narrow Historic Streets:  limited amount of space available for 
various interventions

o Conflicting Demands:  COVID, pedestrians, cyclists, vehicles, 
residents, communities, businesses & environmental

o Agile Partnerships:  responsive and timely collaboration 
between stakeholders

o Visual Appearance: functional immediate response - improved 
over time

o Accepting the Unknown:  rapidly evolving environment & 
unintended consequences

o Communication:  in the context of a complex constantly 
changing situation

Key Challenges
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Suite of interdependent reimagination measures designed to 
support the enhanced and extended pedestrian priority in the 
City Centre:

o Pedestrianisation interventions on 17 streets

o New bike parking facilities at 50 locations (city wide)

o Extended Street Furniture Licenses including winter proofing

o Enhanced cycling infrastructure (bollards, new cycle lanes etc.)

o CityTrees moss walls (with sensors/IoT) to improve air quality

o Urban parklets – new community interaction spaces

o “Greening” the City – attractive spaces to visit

o Temporary footpath extensions to facilitate reimagination

o City Centre branding initiative – friendly & welcoming signage

Reimagination Interventions
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Car Parking 
converted into 

Bike Parking

Identified Need 
at a Specific 

Location Met

Utilisation of 
Unused Space
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Thank You
David Joyce

Director of Services
Roads & Environment Operations Directorate

Cork City Council
E-mail: david_joyce@corkcity.ie      Phone:  +353 (0)21 4964662 
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